
Mercer County 
1007 Lexington RD 
Harrodsburg, KY 40330-9203 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

NONPROFIT ORG 
US POSTAGE PAID 
Harrodsburg, KY 

PERMIT #72 

Are you doing your rain dance yet? I know I am! Make sure to water all those flowers and 
veggies so they will be ready for the Mercer County Fair Floral Hall at the end of this month! 

Looking forward to seeing all the great entries! Happy Gardening! 
 
 

Jessica Bessin, 
Mercer County Extension Agent for Horticulture 
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Time to water!  

As I am working on this newsletter, rain has been forecasted for today. Hopefully, by the time it arrives in your 

mailbox you won’t need this watering information.  If you have trees anywhere from newly planted 3 years old, 

now is the time to water for their survival. Here are a couple of tips on watering from Amanda Sears, Madison 

County Extension Agent for Horticulture.   
  

How much water do plants need? 

In general, plants need an inch of water a week. That water can come from rain or from irrigating. Invest  in a rain 

gauge to keep up with how much precipitation you receive. 
  
How do you know if you have watered enough? 

One method is to put something in the garden to measure the amount of water you have applied. Try an old tuna 

can. It is about an inch tall. Put it in the area where you are irrigating and see how long it takes to fill it. 
  

Another idea is to dig down into the soil or insert something like a long screw driver to see how deep the water has 

soaked. The soil should be wetted to about six inches down. 
  

If plants need an inch of water a week, do I apply that all at once or a little every day? 

It’s better to only water a couple of times a week, but for a longer duration than a little bit every day. This allows 

the water to seep deeper which encourages better, deeper root growth on the plant. 
  
So all I need to do is get my hose out and get started? 

Well, yes and no. Hoses work great, but it would be best to water plants at the soil line instead of watering 

overhead. Leaves do not need water and in fact, the longer leaves are a wet, the more likely they are to develop 

disease issues. If you overhead irrigate, consider doing so in the morning so plants have a chance to dry out during 

the day.  
  
Consider purchasing a soaker hose. It would need to stay on longer than if you were using a hose, but it delivers 

water right where it needs to be and would be more efficient. 

 

http://www.uky.edu/EVPFA/EEO/


Mark Those Calendars!! 

Floral Hall Registration-July 1st  

Registration officially opens to start entering all of your items for 2024 Mercer County Floral Hall.  

Fort Harrod Garden Club– NO MEETING IN JULY 

Floral Hall Registration Help– July 2nd and 12th, Mercer County Extension Office  

See insert for more details.  

Tree Identification Class-July 11th, Mercer County Public Library 12:00 PM 

Floral Hall Volunteer Training– July 19th, The Stable at Mercer County Fairgrounds 10:00 AM  

Mercer County Fair & Horseshow– July 20th-29th.  

Fort Harrod Beekeeping Club-July 29th, Mercer County Extension Office 6:30 PM 

See insert for more details. Make sure to check out the Fort Harrod Beekeeping Facebook page for all the latest 

updates and announcements!  

Mercer County Extension Open House– August 8th, Mercer County Extension Office  

Milkweed, Not Just For Monarchs  

 If you have ever been to the Extension Office you may have noticed, or even visited, 

our demonstration garden. Over the last couple of years it has gone through some changes 

and currently is a  Monarch Waystation. Monarch waystations are essentially gardens that 

have several nectar plants and milkweed plants on which Monarch butterflies develop. 

These waystations are unique because of all the other diversity of pollinators they attract 

besides the monarch. 

 We have a lot of KY native plants in our demo garden, but the star of the garden has been the common 

milkweed. Common milkweed is a herbaceous perennial that grows in well-drained soils in full sun, but will also 

tolerate poor soils as well. In the summer, they have what appear to be large pink/purple balls of flowers, but 

when you look closer they are made up of multiple individual flowers. They can reproduce 

by rhizomes and in the fall produce large seed pods. Once the seed pods mature, fluffy 

white seeds emerge and float across the landscape. Common milkweed can be hard to 

transplant, so I would recommend collecting seeds as they emerge and planting them in the 

fall. This allows the seeds to go through the cold period they need and has been my most 

successful way of getting it established.  

 Not many insects are able to feed on milkweeds. The sticky white sap, that gives milkweed its common 

name, and the leaves contain toxic chemicals to deter mammals and insects from feeding on the foliage. Only 

certain insects, which have evolved to be able to deal with those chemicals without being poisoned, can thrive on 

the plants, and have become specialists on milkweeds.  

 We all know about the monarch that feeds on milkweed, but we have observed a 

variety of other insects feeding on this plant.  Just on our few plants we have observed red 

milkweed beetles (pictured above), swamp milkweed beetles, milkweed bugs and oleander 

aphids. Many natural enemies including lady beetles, syrphid fly larvae, and lacewings feed 

on aphids and be found hanging out on the milkweed plants  

 Insects that cannot feed on the actual plant are lured in by the sweet smelling 

flowers. Honey bees cover the flowers when they are in full bloom. I have observed bumble bees, day flying 

moths, tiny native bees, and many different species of butterflies. Even one I have never seen in person before, 

the Great purple hairstreak pictured above. If you are interested in attracting more pollinators to your garden, 

adding common milk weed is a must!  

The Beetles of Summer  

 Whether you call them fireflies or lightning bugs, seeing them in the evening is a 

pleasant reminder that we are moving into the early summer months. It is fascinating to 

watch their periodic flashes and the patterns they make with their lights. Plus, they provide  

a fun night time activity for children, seeing how many of these magical insects they can 

catch.                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 A common question that is asked about these insects is how do they light up the night sky? This 

phenomenon is called bioluminescence, which produces light without heat. In Kentucky, there are a number of 

different species, and if you watch them carefully, each species is a bit different in how it flashes. The timing and 

patterns of the flashes is unique to each species. Fireflies use these unique flash patterns to recognize members of 

their species and identify members of the opposite sex.  

 Fireflies are actually beetles, not flies or bugs, and belong to the Family Lampyridae. Adult males produce 

the flash near the tip of their abdomen. They use a protein called luciferin and an enzyme called luciferase to 

produce cold light. Fireflies are luminescent in all their life stages, not just as adults. Larvae crawling on the ground 

can be observed flashing at times while they search for slugs and snails to eat.  

 One of the fireflies that I watch for is the big dipper firefly, Photinus pyralis. These males move upward while 

flashing and tracing the letter ‘J’ in the air. Females of one genus of firefly, Photuris, may send out false flash codes 

to attract males of another genus. They do this to lure males of other species close enough so that they can capture 

and eat them. This has been referred to as the ‘femme fatale of fireflies.’ Generally, during the last couple of 

decades, firefly numbers appear to be declining. While we may not know why this is happening or if this a just cycle 

in firefly populations, seeing fireflies in the evening will always remain a treat. Source: Ric Bessin UK Entomologist. 






